
Happy New Year, Church Family! 

 

Let us not say 2020 ever again! How about we just focus on this 

new year and all the possibilities it holds! As we talked about the first 

weekend of Advent, in Isaiah 43 God says, “See, I am doing a new 

thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 

the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” We have just celebrat-

ed the birth of the new thing God was preparing us for and now we 

get to start a new year full of the love shown to us in the Christ child!  

As we start this new year off, we will be focusing on some basics of 

growing our personal faiths: Spiritual Disciplines. As someone who has 

spent a lot of time in school, if I heard that I would be rolling my eyes 

and trying to guess how boring this topic will be. But I promise to make 

it exciting for you! It is exciting to discuss ways we can grow closer to 

God; whether they are ways we have tried before or new ways to try! 

We might discover a new way that God intends to speak to us and 

that alone is exciting!  

This year is so full of possibilities, and at the end of January our staff 

and leadership will all get together to pray, discern, and discuss how 

we can move forward as a church family while doing our part to be 

active agents in God’s mission. I invite you to join us in prayer for our 

church and our neighborhood as we begin this discussion. Let us be 

filled with passion and energized beyond belief!  

Keep a look out during this winter season for more snow days than 

we would normally encounter. We plan on taking advantage of 

weather as an opportunity to continue being safe during this pan-

demic time. Instead of full “snow” days, think of them as pajama Sun-

days! We will still be gathered through the wonderous online commu-

nity of Facebook and YouTube, which we are so blessed to have!  

As we begin this new year, I pray a blessing over you and your 

household. May you be warm, filled with joy, and embracing God’s 

love in 2021!  

 

Peace and Blessings to you,  

Pastor Erika  
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The Living Gospel  

One Spirit UMC will continue 

the self-study concept for 

Lent, similar to what we did 

for Advent.  Everyone is invit-

ed to participate in “The Liv-

ing Gospel: Daily Devotions 

for Lent 2021” by Theresa 

Rickard.  Books will only cost 

$2.25 and need to be or-

dered by January 31st.  Sign up and order your 

book at church or call the office at 816-353-

0890. One additional option we would like to 

offer is a ZOOM class for further discussion on 

the Lenten book. This class will take place on 

Wednesday at a time to be determined.  The 

Zoom link will be provided for each meeting. 

Caring for Kids at Westridge 

It has certainly been an unusual school year for 

our community and One Spirit continues to 

partner with Westridge Elementary to support 

the students and staff as needed. This year, 

students cannot use the water fountains at the 

school due to Covid and must bring their own 

water bottle to school every day. The school 

has ordered special Westridge refillable water 

bottles to sell to the students for only $2.00. The 

Caring for Kids partnership has pledged to pay 

for one water bottle for each student. We are 

asking for support from our One Spirit congre-

gation. If you would like to donate to this effort, 

please send any donation to the church or put 

it in the offering plate and mark it WESTRIDGE. 

Thank you for your support of the students! 

Meet Santa! 
One Spirit found a new way to bring Santa Claus to 

the children in our community!  This year we had a 

special “Meet Santa” event where families drove in to 

the circle drive in front of the sanctuary. One family at 

a time could go up to meet Santa and Mrs. Claus on 

the porch of the sanctuary! It was a fun and safe alter-

native for everyone! We greeted 29 children who met 

Santa Claus and received a goody bag! Thanks to all 

of our terrific volunteers! 

 
Dash of Christmas 

The Fourth Annual Dash of Christmas did not disap-

point this year! One Spirit had over 50 guests in attend-

ance both in person and virtually to enjoy the event. 

Malik Hughes led the evening of beautiful traditional 

Christmas music along with a few fun musical numbers 

and even a great dance routine!  Special thanks to all 

of our talented performers for the evening! 

 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

In a non-traditional year, One Spirit found a way to 

continue the tradition of a Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Worship Service. We offered two smaller services to 

provide the safest options for everyone. The message 

and the music was beautiful for all to enjoy! 



 

New Email Address for Pastor Erika: 

pastoronespiritumc@gmail.com 

 

United Methodist Women  

The United Methodist Women Executive Board 

will hold their Planning Meeting on Thursday, Jan-

uary 7 at 1:00 pm. They will be working on plans 

for all 2021 UMW meetings.  The next regular 

UMW meeting will be on Thursday, February 4 at 

1:00 pm and will feature the Pledge Service. The 

In-Gathering is TBA.  

 

Report on One Spirit Mission Projects: 
The One Spirit Mission Projects in November and 

December collected donations in the change 

jar.  In November, we raised nearly $350 to help 

the church purchase grocery gift cards, store gift 

cards, store cards, and gas cards. The church 

handed out these cards to families in need in our 

own community during the holidays.  Through 

mid-December the donations raised for Heifer 

International have totaled almost $300. One Spir-

it hopes to be able to purchase various animals 

for Heifer International. Thank you to the gener-

ous spirit of the One Spirit Congregation!! 

 

Scout Sunday on Sunday, February 21 

One Spirit UMC hosts Troop 550 who will partici-

pate in Scout Sunday on February 21.  The Scouts 

recently completed a service project at the 

church by raking leaves around the property.  
 

Halloween was FUN! 

What a great turn-

out for our first Trunk 

or Treat on Hallow-

een!  The weather 

was great and we 

had 41 cars come 

through the parking 

lot and we gave 

candy to 87 chil-

dren!  It was a lot of 

fun and we found creative ways to give out the 

candy and still be socially distant. Thanks to   

everyone who participated in this fun event! 

PLEASE RECYCLE ALUMINUM CANS!  

The proceeds help to pay for winter snow  

removal and summer lawn care.  

CHURCH NEWS 

  In Loving Memory   
William “Ed” Clifton 

March 8, 1937—November 2, 2020 

 
Frances E. Johnson 

August 3, 1932—November 26, 2020 

 

New Address Update: Carol Stone,   

411 Congress St., Hartford, KS  66854  

(816) 812-8927 (cell phone). 

 

Drive Thru Blessings at One Spirit! 

Please join us on Wednesday, January 6  

and February 3 from 11 am – 1 pm in the 

circle drive in front of the sanctuary. We 

greet and wave at drivers and encourage 

people to stop by for a blessing!  
 

BLESSING KITS 

Be sure to pick up a completed Blessing Kit 

and keep it handy in your car so you can 

give it to someone in need in our commu-

nity. Many folks are struggling and a Bless-

ing Kit might be helpful. 

 

Updated Church Address Directories 

Are Available in the Church Office  

 

The Church Office will be Closed on 

Monday, January 18 in Observance of 

the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday. 

 

 
Check out our website at 

www.onespiritfamily.org 

or LIKE us on Facebook at 

One Spirit United Methodist Church 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Winter Weather 

Cancellations 

During winter months, 

the church office and 

activities will be closed 

on days that the Ray-

town School district is 

closed due to inclem-

ent weather.  One Spir-

it UMC will list any clos-

ings on local television 

stations when possible. 
 

Reminder: Online  

Worship Continues on 

Facebook Live or on 

YouTube! Call the 

church office if you need 

help accessing online 

worship. 

Ash Wednesday Worship 

February 17 at 7:00 pm 

Ash Wednesday begins the season 

of Lent, a time when many Christians 

prepare for Easter by observing a 

period of fasting, repentance,   

moderation and spiritual discipline.  

The worship service includes Holy Communion and the Imposition of 

Ashes which symbolize both death and repentance.  
 

Leadership Board and Retreat 

The Leadership Board is planning a special Leadership Retreat on 

January 29 (6-8 pm) & January 30 (10 am—3 pm). This is an important 

time for the leadership, including board members and staff, to gather 

and work on plans for the church.  Board members please watch for 

detailed information soon and mark your calendars! 

As the new year begins, we wish to thank the following individuals 

who completed their service to the Leadership Board: Charles Butner, 

Elayne Enyard, Barbara Schwab, Kay Holmes, and Jim McClure. 

The new members to the Leadership Board are: Mike Johnson 

(Chairperson), Gary Enyard, and Jan King. 


